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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stewart 
etal. (US006401015B1). 

Per claim 1 , Stewart teaches a transmitter for remotely controlling and testing a 
train, including a control entity for issuing a plurality of commands to a slave controller 
(34, figure 5), the plurality of commands including a brake testing command (see 
column 17-18), and a communication entity in communication with the control entity for 
receiving commands issued by the control entity and transmitting a signal over a 
communications link to the slave controller for conveying the commands issued by the 
control entity (32, figure 5). 

Per claim 2, Stewart teaches that the communication link is radio (32, figure 5). 

Per claim 3, Stewart teaches airflow and leakage tests (columns 17-18). 

Per claim 4, Stewart teaches indicating to the operator the result of the test 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 5, Stewart teaches indicating whether the test passed or failed (column 
18, lines 1-9). 
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Per claim 6, Stewart teaches measuring air pressure (column 17, line 59 - 
column 18, line 9). 

Per claim 7, Stewart teaches determining whether the test passed or failed 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 8, Stewart teaches a user interface (column 7, lines 16-21). 

Per claims 9-1 1 , Stewart teaches that the operator may initiate airflow and 
leakage tests (columns 17-18). 

Per claim 12, Stewart teaches indicating to the operator the result of the test 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 13, Stewart teaches indicating whether the test passed or failed 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 14, Stewart teaches measuring air pressure (column 17, line 59 - 
column 18, line 9). 

Per claim 1 5, Stewart teaches determining whether the test passed or failed 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 16, Stewart teaches that the system is capable of audio alarms (see 
figure 4). 

Per claim 17, Stewart teaches a slave controller including a control entity (34, 
figure 5), a communication entity (32, figure 5), with the control entity responsive to 
brake testing commands received by the communication entity (see column 17-18). 

Per claim 18, Stewart teaches that the communication link is radio (32, figure 5). 
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Per claim 19, Stewart teaches instructing the control to alter the air pressure in a 
brake pipe (column 17-18). 

Per claims 20-22, Stewart teaches transmitting a message as a result of the test 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claims 23, 26, 30, and 32, Stewart teaches that the operator may initiate 
airflow and leakage tests (columns 17-18). 

Per claims 24, 27, 31 , and 33, Stewart teaches detecting airflow rate (column 17- 

18). 

Per claim 25, Stewart teaches measuring air pressure (column 17, line 59 - 
column 18, line 9). 

Per claims 28 and 29, Stewart teaches indicating whether the test passed or 
failed (column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 34, Stewart teaches a method for remotely controlling and testing a 
train including providing a transmitter (32, figure 5) having a user interface for receiving 
a plurality of commands from the user (column 7, lines 16-21), including a brake test 
command (see column 17-18), generating internal signals in the transmitter 
representing the command and generating a communication to the slave controller 
(column 6, lines 55-56). 

Per claim 35, Stewart teaches conveying a brake pipe test result to a user 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claim 36, Stewart teaches a visual indication (column 18, lines 32-35). 
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Per claim 37, Stewart teaches that the unit may be integrated into a common 
housing (column 5, lines 1-9). 

Per claims 38 and 39, Stewart teaches that the system is capable of audio 
alarms (see figure 4). 

Per claim 40, Stewart teaches indicating whether the test passed or failed 
(column 18, lines 1-9). 

Per claims 41 and 43, Stewart teaches that the operator may initiate airflow and 
leakage tests (columns 17-18). 

Per claims 42 and 44, Stewart teaches detecting airflow rate (column 17-18). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Hill et al. (US20020017439A1) teaches a brake system and 
method. Delaruelee (US006375276B1 ) teaches a railway brake system including 
enhanced pneumatic brake signal detection and associated methods. Heneka et al. 
(US006095618A) teaches a segmented brake pipe train control system and related 
methods. Cook (US005722736A) teaches an electronic pneumatic brake system. 
Fernandez et al. (US005383717A) teaches brake control of a helper locomotive. 
Nichols et al. (US005039038A) teaches a railroad communication system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Gibson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6960. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



